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by the Senate in regard to the difficulties encountered by the Polish

Customs control.

M. Arciszewski gave me to understand that, in accordance with
its declared principles, the Polish Government would not refuse to
replace by others those Customs inspectors whose relations with the
local authorities had become strained as a result of certain incidents.

When I asked him what might be the intentions of the Senate in
regard to the opening of the Customs frontier with East Prussia,
M. Arciszewski replied that the Polish Government had no special
reason to fear such a possibility, but that it was bearing in mind all
contingencies which might occur during the coming weeks. The view
of the Polish Government was that as long as the Government of the
Reich remained uncertain, what course of action Poland would adopt in
the various contingencies which might arise, it would continue to feel
its way.

M. Arciszewski was naturally not very explicit concerning the
tactics which his Government might adopt; but it is in all probability
in order to keep the Germans in their present state of uncertainty
that the Polish Government has chosen not to remain consistently
passive in face of the Nazi actions in the Free City.

SEGUIN.

No.  178

M. DE LA TOURNELLE, French Consul in Danzig,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Danzig, August 3,  1939.

IT is with great surprise and considerable anxiety that we have
learned in Danzig of the measures of economic reprisal taken by the
Polish Government in reply to the difficulties experienced by the
Customs inspectors in the performance of their duties.

The smuggling of arms having been carried on for months without
penalties and the Free City having been placed on a military fooling
without protest from Warsaw, so drastic a decision was no longer
anticipated. Since August 1 the margarine of the Amada Company,
an English company with Dutch capital, and the herrings caught by
Dutch fishing boats flying the Danzig flag cannot be imported free of
duty into Poland. The annual sales of these products amount to
15,000,000 and 5,000,000 zlotys respectively. The Amada Company
imports 8,000 tons into Poland, which amounts to 95 per cent of the
total quantity consumed in that country, and buys there 20,000 tons
of colza, which amounts to 50 per cent of the total output.

By way of reprisal the Senate has ordered its Customs officials
only to work with the Polish inspectors if they are what they purport
to be and not frontier guards in disguise; at the same time no means
of ascertaining this difference has been indicated to them.